SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

To:  
Mayor and Deputy Mayor of Sandy Town Council


Chairman and Vice-Chairman of Planning, Parks and Open
Spaces Committee


All Members of Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee

There will be a Meeting of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee to be held on Monday 8th November 2010 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.

3rd November 2010





      Jonathan Whitehurst









      Deputy Town Clerk     
AGENDA
1.  
Apologies
2.  
To Receive Statutory Declarations of Interests from Members 

(a)  Prejudicial interests.

(b)  Personal interests.
3.   Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council











(Any plans received for comment by Sandy Town Council will be on display in the Committee Room from 7.15 p.m. onwards and Members are requested to view these prior to this item).
(See List Attached)
4.
To approve the Minutes of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee Meeting held on Monday 20th September 2010.
To sign the Minutes of the Meeting of the Monday 20th September 2010 and as approved/amended and adopted by Full Council Meeting held on Monday 25th October 2010. (Previously circulated)
5.
Verbal report from any local member who attended Development Control Committee on any matters affecting Sandy
6.
Block of Flats Naming
To receive and consider Deputy Clerk’s report (Copy attached).

7.
Faynes Court
To receive and consider Deputy Clerk’s report (Copy attached).

8. 
Bus Services in Central Bedfordshire

To receive and consider Clerk’s report (Copy attached).

9. 
Marketing your Community

To receive and consider Clerk’s report (Copy attached).

10.
Riddy and Pinnacle Management Sub-Committee.
To receive and consider the Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 6th October 2010 (Copy attached)
9.
Press Release
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	CENTRAL BEDS NOTIFIED
	CENTRAL BEDS DECISION

	21/10/10

79/10


	CB/10/03815/ OUT

Castletown Ltd

C/0 Mr M Page

Howard House

17 Church St

St Neots

PE19 2BU


	Outline: Residential development of up to 75 dwellings with access road and open space (all matters reserved except access) at former Mellor Beauty Premises, Sunderland Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 Rothbury Close, 31,33,35,37,39, 32,34,36,38,56 Weavers Green, Sandy notified.

	
	PP&OS

08/11/10
	

	29/10/10

80/10
	CB/TPO/10/ 00345

Mr H Singh

6 Cedar Gardens

Sandy

SG19 1EY


	TPO: Prune one Lime tree within the rear garden at 6 Cedar Gardens, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 5 & 7 Cedar Gardens, Sandy notified. 
	
	PP&OS

08/11/10
	

	01/11/10

81/10


	CB/10/03644/ FULL

Aragon Housing Association

2 Shannon Court

High Street

Sandy

SG19 1AG


	Full application for provision of 8 No. parking bays and access road with dropped kerb and crossing at land at 3-9 Peels Place, Sandy, Beds. 

Near neighbours 3,4,5,6,7,8,9,22,23 Peels Place, Sandy notified.
	
	PP&OS

08/11/10
	


SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

PLANNING PARKS AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE – 8.11.10
Deputy Clerk’s Report
6.
Block of Flats Naming 
An email has been received from Central Bedfordshire Council with regard to a name for the flat block on the old Magnolia House site. The developer has proposed the following name for the block of flats: Mayfair House.
(Members are requested to decide whether or not they are in agreement with the name, or, if not, to propose an alternative).

7.
Faynes Court

Members may recall that at the recent Town Council meeting a petition was handed in and because of this an item on Faynes Court was to be included on the next Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee.

Members may also recall that Faynes Court was an item on the agenda at the Planning Parks and Open Spaces Committee on the 17th August 2009. 
At the meeting it was Resolved: That Central Bedfordshire Council Highways is contacted about the road of Faynes Court from Sunderland Road to the Chapel, requesting that Central Bedfordshire Council carry out an appropriate review for parking restrictions in this area.
The letter was sent to Basil Jackson, Assistant Director for Highways at Central Bedfordshire Council. Unfortunately due to the moving of offices the letter was mislaid for sometime.

Central Bedfordshire Highways have since responded to say that the area is of a low priority.

(Members are requested to decide what action, if any, they would like to take).
8. 
Bus Services in Central Bedfordshire

Attached is a questionnaire concerning bus services in Bedfordshire.  Unfortunately there is no information with this because the Clerk received an invitation to a workshop discussing the “complex matters” to be held on 9th November (the invitation was received on 29th October) and responses are requested by 17th November.

(Members are requested to complete the questionnaire regarding bus services in Central Bedfordshire)

9. 
Marketing your Community

Action for Market Towns and Hidden Britain are jointly holding a workshop to help towns understand how best to increase their attraction to visitors.

It is to be held in Stony Stratford on Thursday 25th Member at a cost of £20 per delegate (Copy of programme attached).
(Members are requested to decide whether or not they would like anyone to attend the workshop).
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Riddy and Pinnacle Management Sub-Committee meeting held on Wednesday 6th October 2010 at 9.00 am in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy.  

PRESENT

Cllr D Sharman (Chairman), Cllr M Bartlett, Cllr M Pettitt, Cllr Mrs S Sutton, Mr G Bellamy (Wildlife Trust), Mr R Lawrence (Ivel and Ouse Countryside), Mr N Kiddy (Grazing Officer for the Wildlife Trust), Mr R Cope, Mr A Gwilliam, Michaela Didonato PCSO and Daniel Corbin PCSO.
1. Apologies Cllr Scott, and Mr A Fleckney.
2. Minutes of the meeting of The Riddy and Pinnacle Management Sub-Committee held on Wednesday 7th October 2009, 18th February 2010 and Wednesday 24th June 2010.

Resolved: That the Minutes of the Meetings of the Riddy and Pinnacle Management Sub-Committee held on the 7th October 2009, 18th February 2010 and Wednesday 24th June 2010 be approved as a correct record.

3. Matters Arising, the Riddy

(a) The Fishing Project.

Mr Gwilliam explained that he had met with Paul Wilkanowski from the Environment Agency on the Riddy to discuss about Disabled fishing spots. PC Simon Death arrived and mentioned about young people fishing from the bridge over the river and catapulting fish at local resident’s windows during the fishing season.

Resolved to recommend: (a) That a feasibility study is carried out with regard to Disabled fishing platforms.
(b) That the fishing project can proceed, though the proposed date of the 18th June 2011 should be possibly changed.

(c) That the RSPB could do pond dipping on the same day as the fishing project.

Mr A Gwilliam, Michaela Didonato PCSO and Daniel Corbin PCSO left after this item.

(b) Fence repairs – The repairs to the fence have been carried out by Tim Buckingham.

Mr Lawrence had carried out an inspection of the fencing around the Riddy and reported a number of fence repairs are required before the next grazing season which starts in the Middle April.

Resolved to recommend: That Mr Lawrnece gathers quotes for the fence repairs and these are taken to the Estimates process. 

 

4. Quarterly reports from Beds RCC concerning the Riddy

Mr Lawrence reported.

Resolved to recommend: That the Wildlife Trust investigate about seeds for the Riddy.

5. Ragwort and Thistle problems

It was reported that topping of Ragwort and Thistle is not currently necessary this year.

Resolved: That a letter is sent to the Highways Agency to remind them about the legal obligation of the control of Ragwort on the A1 slip road.

6. Annual Estimates – 2011/12, Riddy
Mr Bellamy reported that the three year agreement with the Wildlife Trust and BRCC ends in March 2011. He advised that the Management Agreement cost for 2011/2012 would be £5500. 

Resolved to recommend: (a) That the annual budget of £5,500 plus £500 contingency and £700 for topping ragwort and thistles and fencing be put forward to the Estimates process.
(b) That whoever the Town Council awards the Management agreement to, £5500 should be allocated in the 2011/2012 budget.  

(c) That the Management Agreement is discussed at a subsequent meeting with timescales.

Mr G Bellamy, Mr N Kiddy (Grazing Officer for the Wildlife Trust) and Mr R Cope left after this item.
7. Matters Arising, the Pinnacle
(a) Seeding
Mr Lawrence reported that seeding would be carried out in the Spring after the soil has been deposited.

(b) Erosion of the exposed face
Mr Lawrence reported about erosion.
(c) Rabbit infestation – Mr Lawrence to report.

Mr Lawrence reported that possible myxomatosis of the rabbits, the area is currently not infested with rabbits, though due to the lack of numbers the elms are not being cut back.
8. Warden’s report
Mr Lawrence reported the following works had been undertaken on the Pinnacle:

A number of steps have been repaired, with one more step to do. Elms have been cleared. Ropes cut down from trees. Fly tipping in various areas, which were reported to Central Bedfordshire Council.
9. Annual Estimates – 2011/12, Pinnacle
Mr Lawrence reported that the BRCC are having a cost review currently.

Resolved to recommend: (a) That the annual budget of £3,200 for the Management Agreement for 2011/12.

Mr Lawrence reported that one of the oaks in the woodland has died from Sudden Oak Death and 3 – 4 more oak trees are showing signs.

Noted: That the dead oak tree(s) may need to be felled and the potential for contingency in the future.
10. Date and time of next meeting
14th February 2011.
[image: image4.png]


The Fishing Project
Why has this been developed?

The fishing project has been developed after a number of young people were reported to of been removing fish from ‘The Riddy’ Sandy and catapulting them at local resident’s windows during the height of the fishing season. While police were looking into this, it became apparent that local young people were keen on fishing the area, but often fished with no rod or fishing licenses. After speaking with the environment agency it was suggested that the beginning of the season would be best due to low levels of weeds at this time of year. It has therefore been suggested that Saturday 18th June 2011 (first Saturday of fishing season) would be a good date for the event.

Contacts;

· Paul Wilkanowski (Environment Agency)  Tel. 07710903430
Email: paul.wilkanowski@enviroment-agency.gov.uk
· Allen Kerry (Vice Chairman Biggleswade &Hitchin Angling Club) Tel. 01767 310106

Martin Crouch (Coach) Email: martincrouch@vmail.com

· Katherine Banham (Beds Wildlife Trust) 

Email: Katherine.Banham@wildlifebcnp.org
· Andrew (Central Beds Council Right of Ways) Tel. 0300 300 6544

· Sandy Town Council (Sue Foster/ Jonathan Whitehurst

· Email: Jonathan.Whitehurst@sandytowncouncil.gov.uk 

           Sue.Foster@sandytowncouncil.gov.uk
Intention for the event:

The intention is to hold a community day on ‘The Riddy’ and consideration to be given to also having stalls or other event related items on adjacent land. This would be to promote ‘The Riddy’ and the sport of fishing in a local environment, which in turn would encourage the local community to get together and take pride in their area.

There will be a Riddy Group Town Council meeting in October and the idea will have to be out to them and if and what can be conducted on ‘The Riddy’ considering the Byelaws.

The day:
We will be looking at running a fishing competition (I would suggested managed and advice and tips by Biggleswade and Hitchin Angling Club/Coaches) where the person who caught the largest fish by weight could be presented a prize. 

While this is going on Sandy Town Council and the Angling Club could explain the legality and requirement for licenses to fish and be in a position to either hand over the information or indeed fishing permits.

The Environment Agency has a large tank, which they could put the fish into to show a live demonstration of how the fish operate in their environment and they may be able to hand out a small number of starter kits for children.

I would ask if Sandy Town Council/ Wildlife Trust would look at creating an information board about the history of ‘The Riddy’ and the species know to be in the area. This could be unveiled on the day.

I am looking if someone could provide pond dipping for the younger children and I would be looking for other related agencies to provide games/fund raising events/stalls. 
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